ASSESSING THE RISK OF BIAS IN SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS

Systematic reviews (SR) are synthesis of all the existing knowledge concerning a clinical
relevant question. (e.g. “is paracetamol good for back pain?”)

While compiling a review it is important to assess the “quality” of the individual studies included in the
review since these can be affected by bias.

Cochrane, an international network of doctors and researchers, developed a tool (the RoB tool) that is
the most widely used to assess the risk of bias, but is its use replicable by different researchers in
different moments and settings?
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