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WHAT IS MARKDOWN?

Tool to convert plain text into formatted text 

Main goal is to focus on the content rather than the formatting

Easier to learn than LateX (although LateX is preferred for complex documents)

Markdown is also a syntax for styling text on the GitHub platform

R Markdown: R code embedded in a Markdown document

use .Rmd extension in R studio

R Markdown converted to standard Markdown using ‘knitr’ package

Workflow: R Markdown => Markdown => html/pdf/word



MARKDOWN SYNTAX
# This is an H1 header format

## This is an H2 header format

*This text will be in italics*

**This text will be in bold**

Unordered list:

-First

-Second

-Third

Ordered list:

1. First item

2 Second item

3. Third item

Links: 

[Google](http://www.google.com)

Advanced links: 

Advanced Linking: [Google][1] and [UGent][2]

[1]: http://www.google.com [2]: http://www.ugent.be

http://www.google.com/


‘Knit’ to Word, pdf or html

Using Markdown in R studio



MARKDOWN=> MS WORD

=>



WHAT IS KNITR?

R package designed for dynamic report generation in R

Script contains a mixture of text and R code, which is when processed replaced by 
text and output, including figures and tables

Uses R as programming language and a documentation language (LateX, 
Markdown)

Inline R code within the text and separate code chunks

Advantage: you do not need to copy and paste your R output anymore!



USING PACKAGE ‘KNITR’ IN R STUDIO

Code chunk

Code chunk

Code chunk

Code chunk

Code chunk

‘Knit’ to Word, pdf or html

Code chunk

Code chunk

Code chunk

Code chunk

Code chunk

Inline R code



CODE CHUNKS

echo=FALSE: to hide the R code in the final report 

results=“hide”: to hide the results/output (figures are shown!)

include=FALSE: to have the chunk evaluated, but neither the code nor its output is 
displayed

warning=FALSE and message=FALSE: to suppress any R warnings or messages 
from being included in the final report



R CODE + TEXT => REPORT

=>Use ‘kable’ for tables

Plot

For more complex tables consider ‘pander’ or ‘stargazer’



EXAMPLE OF A SMALL REPORT



OUTPUT: MS WORD DOCUMENT



MORE INFORMATION

•For more details on using R Markdown see rmarkdown.rstudio.com

•For more details on using knitr see kbroman.org/knitr_knutshell

•For more details on Markdown for GitHub see 
guides.github.com/features/mastering-markdown/

Thank you for your attention!



Methods in Research on Research 

www.miror-ejd.eu @MirorProject

A presentation delivered at the

first MiRoR training event
October 19-21, 2016

Ghent, Belgium

This project has received funding from the EU Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under the Marie Sklodowska-Curie 
Grant Agreement #676207


